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BACKGROUND & CONTEXT

• World NTD Day has taken place on 30 January every year since 2020. This date marks the anniversary of the 
2012 London Declaration on NTDs.

• In 2021, led by the UAE together with Brazil and Oman, the WHA74 officially recognised 30th January as 
World NTD Day. World NTD Day is now one of WHO’s 13 Global Health Days.

• For World NTD Day 2022, Uniting launched the 100% Committed campaign and kicked off the Kigali 
Declaration on NTDs endorsement process to secure financial and non-financial commitments towards the 
delivery of WHO 2030 NTD road map targets. The WHO led a campaign to celebrate the World NTD Day with 
a theme centered around health equity. 

• Following the WHO case for investment, which highlighted the critical funding need for NTDs, World NTD 
Day 2023 was an opportunity to rally the global NTD community around a unified theme - a call-to-action to 
advocate for more and better investment in NTDs.
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PROCESS & APPROACH
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PROCESS & APPROACH

• The process involved working with partners on discovery, strategy development (including message 
development), delivery, and we are now at the evaluation and lessons learnt stage.
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STRATEGY & PLAN
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STRATEGY & PLAN - PRINCIPLES

Key principles were built around endemic leadership, activity to motivate action (moving beyond 
awareness), and movement-building. For the full plan, see here.

Evolving from To

Voices from NTD endemic 
countries bring part of 

the debate

Voices from NTD endemic countries front and centre across campaign 
touchpoints and engagement (events, advocates, creative, content etc.)

Awareness building Focus on action, funds and commitments

Focus on discrete/one off 
moments

Harnessing World NTD Day as a hook as part of an on-going global 
movement, using World NTD Day as one key moment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13EOGtESuY31nL2pbh_Nt_HrcwBSqIL7dHr3myoapvIQ/edit


9

STRATEGY & PLAN - AIMS

Primary aim
• Mobilise national and international resources for NTDs.

Why?
• A lack of resources has been seen as a significant barrier to the control, elimination, and 

eradication of NTDs.
• Intensified by COVID-19, causing severe delays and disruption to NTD programmes, 

massive repurposing and diversion of resources.
• Concerted action and sustainable financing for NTDs is needed.
• We want to see a recovery from COVID-19 disruptions and ensure we have sufficient 

resources to achieve the targets in the WHO 2030 NTD road map.

For the full plan, see here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13EOGtESuY31nL2pbh_Nt_HrcwBSqIL7dHr3myoapvIQ/edit
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STRATEGY & PLAN - AIMS

Secondary aims
• Incorporate NTD interventions into broader health and developmental agendas.
• Facilitate an engaged partnership to support NTDs and build multi-sectoral support for 

the NTD roadmap.
• Raise awareness of the need for increased investment in NTDs.

Why?
• Sustainable control of NTDs must be fostered by mainstreaming NTD programmes into 

national health systems and national development strategies.
• Collaborating beyond the health sector.
• We must continue to push forward as one unified community; only in doing so can we 

succeed in reaching the NTD 2030 targets.
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STRATEGY & PLAN – KEY AUDIENCES
Those that can make significant financial and political commitments and those that have made 
commitments already – celebrate and recognise them
- Endemic country leaders (Heads of State of countries affected by NTDs)
- Donor countries
- Private funders
- Foundations and multi-laterals

Influencers/enablers
- Advocates and champions
- People affected by NTDs
- Broader public who can rally support for NTDs, sharing and amplifying assets and calling for change

Core partners
- NTD sector
- Global health community 
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STRATEGY & PLAN – AUDIENCE ASKS

Audience Ask

Those that can make financial and political 
commitments 

• Endemic country leaders
• Donor countries
• Private donors
• Foundations and multi-laterals

• Invest in neglected tropical diseases; endorse 
and commit to the Kigali Declaration on NTDs

All other audiences
• Advocates and champions
• People affected by NTDs
• Broader public who can rally support for NTDs, 

sharing and amplifying assets and calling for change
• NTD sector
• Global health community

• Urge world leaders to invest in neglected 
tropical diseases and endorse and commit to 
the Kigali Declaration on NTDs
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STRATEGY & PLAN – THEME

Act now. Act together. Invest in neglected tropical 
diseases

• Supported by campaign - 100% Committed

100% Committed to ending neglected tropical diseases

(This is a global movement to mobilise resources for NTDs launched in 2021 

which we will continue to harness as part of resource mobilisation efforts. It 

puts endemic countries and people affected by NTDs front and centre. It has 

been used (and continues to be used) by many Heads of State when 

committing to action for NTDs).

For the full plan, see here.
.

https://100percentcommitted.com/neglected%20tropical%20diseases%20(NTDs)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13EOGtESuY31nL2pbh_Nt_HrcwBSqIL7dHr3myoapvIQ/edit
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STRATEGY & PLAN – KEY MESSAGES
We wanted to ensure that our different activities stayed connected as a global movement 
calling for investment in NTDs, while also allowing organisations/groups to add their own 
messaging that makes it sharper for their disease or country area.

Messaging was split into two levels:

1. Core messaging
This was front and centre in all levels of comms. On its own, it was used in broad/high-level 
contexts e.g. the central call to action, the main pages of web content, media talking points. It 
was also the basis to build any targeted messaging.

2. Targeted messaging
For added focus when covering certain diseases or areas. Specific frames and locally relevant 
arguments, data and proof points were used on top of core messaging.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bIhsRt7ANTJtpqS0oEJNtadGX_CYRVM-PdxVwkhEjRU/edit
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STRATEGY & PLAN - TONE
• Using evidence-informed frames, messengers and imagery to influence (recognising that 

stories are powerful tools to persuade and empower)

• Showing that progress is possible - position NTDs as solvable and winnable, create positive 
stories from people affected by NTDs, celebrate the 47 countries that have already 
eliminated at least one NTD so far, proving progress is possible. We will push for greater 
action and commitments on this basis.

• Demonstrating need
- Launch the WHO NTD report 2022
- Socialise the WHO case for investment in NTDs
- Targeted media and broadcast outreach to highlight the impact of COVID-19 on NTDs



16

STRATEGY & PLAN - TONE
• Highlighting the opportunity and benefits

- Social sharing of content (shows how investing in NTD programmes leads to better 
education, health, and employment outcomes, and transforms lives and communities. It also 
helps to reduce gender inequity, stigma, and preventable mortality and morbidity)
- Social assets which highlight the different dimensions and interlinkages; education, equity, 
women/girls, global health security, poverty reduction

• Engaging with advocates, partners and champions to call for action
- Provide toolkit and briefing packs

• Celebrating commitments so far
- Announce any new endorsements and commitments (as part of the Kigali Declaration on 
NTDs) and package up for news media

• Publishing the commitments tracker - celebrate commitments to date and call for new 
commitments

https://unitingtocombatntds.org/kigalideclarationcommitmenttracker/
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STRATEGY & PLAN – LOGIC MODEL STRATEGY
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ACTIVITY
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WHO – Global NTD Programme
WHO launched a new NTD progress report; co-hosted the World NTD Day webinar; hosted, 
co-hosted or attended other events (at global/country level); and secured multiple media 
interventions (web releases, interviews, op-eds, briefings)
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ACTIVITY - UNITING
• Launches

• Events

• Endemic leadership 

• Content

• Partner activity

• Media coverage

• Partner media coverage 



21

LAUNCHES

New commitments announced and posted video messages from 
Tijana Williams, GSK Director, and Rob Henry, Senior Public 
Health Advisor for NTDs at USAID, sharing commitments. 
President of Ghana, Hon. Nana Akufo-Addo also endorsed the 
Kigali Declaration, and Anesvad Foundation were celebrated for 
their new commitment.
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LAUNCHES
The Kigali Declaration Commitment Tracker, designed to capture, track and monitor 
commitments for NTDs, was launched.
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EVENTS

A joint WHO/Uniting webinar on World NTD Day to 
celebrate and mobilise partners.

Dirk Engels spoke at the G-Finder report launch, calling 
for sustainable financing for NTDs.
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EVENTS

Thoko spoke at Africa Union and Africa CDC’s 
event, the first time they have officially 
commemorated the day.

Thoko gave a guest lecture for the 
Maximillian Godwin 
Kilipamwambu Memorial on the 
importance of Max’s work in NTDs

Louisa Tribe spoke at the SADC 
Youth 'Act now, Act together' 
Twitter space.

Thoko attended a World NTD event hosted 
by the Government of South Sudan and 
presented the Kigali Declaration on NTDs.
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ENDEMIC LEADERSHIP
Thanks to ALMA, the 
President of Guinea-Bissau 
shared a statement and 
tweet, calling on 
stakeholders to act now, act 
together, and invest in 
NTDs.

The President of Ghana, Hon. Nana Akufo-
Addo shared how he is 100% Committed in a 
video message, endorsing the Kigali 
Declaration.
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ENDEMIC LEADERSHIP
The President of Malawi shared his vision for a world free of NTDs in a video message and op-ed placed in AllAfrica and 
picked up by many news outlets (see media coverage slide).
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ENDEMIC LEADERSHIP

The First Lady of Kenya, Mama Rachel Ruto, 
tweeted her support for World NTD Day and called 
for Universal Health Coverage for all Kenyans.

Neema Lungangira, MP for 
Bunge Tanzania and Co-
Chair of the Global 
Parliamentary Group to 
Combat NTDs tweeted 
support for the 100% 
Committed campaign.
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COUNTRIES AND MINISTERS OF HEALTH
Countries and Minsters of Health in Ethiopia and Nigeria used the World NTD Day theme to call for political 
commitment and resources at a national level. Andrew Mitchell, Minister of State for Development & Africa, tweeted 
and referenced the Kigali Declaration.
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CONTENT

We created an animation, available 
in multiple languages, to inspire 
action and mobilise funding.

Working with partners, we asked people who are 
affected by NTDs what their community would 
look like if there were no NTDs to offer a vision of 
hope.

We sent out a special e-newsletter to spotlight all 
the new content released for World NTD Day.
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CONTENT
We produced a social media toolkit full of assets for partners and 
supporters to download, covering a range of different themes to ensure that 
everyone was using the same branding but adapting it to suit the angle of 
their work. This included suggested posts and messaging.
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CONTENT
Thoko took over the Twitter account of Trevor Mundel, President of 
Global Health at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, for the day.
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SOCIAL MEDIA ANALYTICS

An organic (e.g. no paid advertising) social media 
campaign was created in line with the comms 
strategy – see Appendix for examples of 
engagements

Social media impressions (across all platforms)

91,037

Engagements

3,618

Engagement Rate (per impression)

4.1% 
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PARTNER WORKSTREAMS
Partner workstreams were set up:

• Collaborating on story-telling opportunities
• Helping to mobilise endorsements and commitments 

for the Kigali Declaration on NTDs
• Conducting national and regional media engagement
• Engaging advocates to support the campaign and 

conducting advocate outreach/engagement

Plus, many partners opted to support in other ways, 
such as sharing assets on social media and 
collaborating on events.
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PARTNER WORKSTREAMS
We developed templates for partners to reach out to countries urging their contacts to endorse and/or 
resource the Kigali Declaration.
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www.unitingtocombatntds.org/

PARTNER ACTIVITY

Partners have been sent a template slide to add their activity to 
this section, the following is what we have collated so far. 
Additional slides will be added as received.

http://www.unitingtocombatntds.org/
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ALLIANCE WATER SOLUTIONS
Alliance Water Solutions carried out a number of activities to increase awareness for NTD celebrations and 
to bring a number of partners on board.  

This ranged from:

• Distribution of IEC materials

• Community meetings

• Local Radio talk shows

• Cleaning the central Market

• Meeting Key stakeholders (NGO & Local government officials)

• Sensitization of Village Health Teams 
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ANESVAD
Anesvad worked with eldiario.es to put together a micro-site using images against each of the phrases in Act Now, Act Together, 
Invest in NTDs to share what they are doing and why it’s important. They also shared the Spanish version of the animation.
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BERNHARD NOCHT INSTITUTE FOR TROPICAL MEDICINE

The Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine held a panel discussion with patients, researchers, field experts, clinicians 
and stakeholders as well as a picture exhibition about NTD research.



BILL AND MELINDA GATES FOUNDATION
The foundation joined global partners to 
commemorate World NTD Day 2023, 
highlighting promising advances towards 
eliminating NTDs. This included:

o LinkedIn and Twitter posts
from Gates leadership and 
foundation channels recognizing 
critical progress against NTDs.

o Blog posted on Gates 
Philanthropy Partners platform 
highlighting recent 
breakthroughs in eliminations 
and innovations

o Takeover of Trevor Mundel’s
twitter feed by Thoko Pooley, 
Executive Director of Uniting to 
Combat NTDs

o Gates CEO Roundtable curated 
a toolkit for industry partners 
and provided updates to the 
Neglected No More Website
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CAMPAIGN ALL AGAINST HANSEN’S DISEASE
SBH-Sociedade Brasileira de Hansenologia, in partnership with the Technical Course in 
Nursing SENAC-Ribeirão Preto and the Municipality of Ribeirão Preto hosted a campaign 
against Hansen’s disease. They created a video, lit up a building in Sao Paulo and held 
an event screening people to help them get referred.
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CANADIAN NETWORK FOR NTDS
Canadian Network for NTDs had a whole space on their website for World NTD Day including links to the social media toolkit. 
They also held a Twitter space – ‘Let’s Talk: Canada & Neglected Tropical Diseases’.
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CARTER CENTER
Carter Center worked with the Federal Ministry of Health of Nigeria to share successes in river blindness treatment, in 
conjunction with MDP, USAID, and RTI. They also worked on media coverage for the historic low announcement of Guinea-
Worm Disease receiving global media interest, including Al Jazeera, Guardian, Associated Press, and soon a dozen more 
placements including VOA, PRI World, and CBC As It Happens.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/25/effort-to-eradicate-guinea-worm-disease-enters-last-mile
https://www.cartercenter.org/news/pr/2023/media-coverage/ap-story-guinea-worm-012423.html
https://www.voanews.com/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/381444246/pri-s-the-world
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Flisten%2Flive-radio%2F1-2-as-it-happens%3Fcmp%3DDM_SEM_Listen_Titles&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.staub%40cartercenter.org%7C06ca081f1afc4edfc03208daff4ed053%7C16decddb28ac4bea8fc95844aadea669%7C0%7C0%7C638103011247249089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GQ5G%2Fj%2B68o6bZeFwCvv4x2z3bQlZfnfo%2FMj49Ri3EFc%3D&reserved=0
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CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shared a letter from their Director calling for action to eliminate NTDs.
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CHAGAS DISEASE COALITION
The Chagas Disease Coalition promoted a manifesto of commitments on Chagas Disease agreed among members, and 
published an article about access to medicines for Chagas Disease. They also shared assets from the social media toolkit.
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COALITION FOR OPERATIONAL RESEARCH ON NTDS
The Coalition for Operational Research on NTDs held an event, celebrating the first five years of their Small Grants Program and
the accomplishments of young African scientists. They also put together a news round-up of NTD story for their website, and 
received coverage in My Joy Online sharing good news from African researchers.
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COTE D’IVOIRE
Prime Minister Patrick Achi reiterated the Ivorian government's commitment to wage a relentless fight against leprosy and 
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs).
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DE-NEGLECT
De-Neglect released a series of educational videos on specific NTDs as well as a podcast episode on the history of NTDs. 
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DON’T FORGET LEPROSY (DAWH)
The 24th World Leprosy Day was celebrated on 30 Jan in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia with the motto ‘Don't Forget Leprosy’ to keep 
the national and global effort focused towards zero transmission, zero disability, and zero discrimination.

Activities as part of the event were panel discussions, a public rally, magazines, posters, banners, and radio and TV spot 
messages.
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THE END FUND
The END Fund hosted a photography exhibition at the UN called ‘Reframing Neglect’, highlighting the need to end NTDs through 
a collaborative body of work with photographers from six African countries. They also joined with partners in Kenya to rally for
investment in NTDs, and supported with lots of media work. They launched a cost-benefit analysis for Nigeria. 

https://end.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/EndFund-Report-Dec21st-2022.pdf


50

ETHIOPIA
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FACULTY OF MEDICINE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF KINSHASA IN THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (DRC)
The Faculty of Medicine of the University of Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) organised awareness sessions 
in schools, universities, and churches.
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G-FINDER
G-FINDER launched a report on neglected disease, including NTD financing for R&D.
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GHIT FUND
GHIT Fund hosted a webinar ‘Roadmap to Achieve the 2030 SDGs and Control NTDs’ bringing together leaders from across 
Japan. They also shared impact stories from their work with UNDP Tokyo.
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GLOBAL HEALTH STRATEGIES

Global Health Strategies facilitated extensive media coverage on 

World NTD Day with over 37 articles published in leading 

national and digital outlets . The coverage was based on press 

release developed in consultation with National Center for 

Vector Borne Disease Control (NCVBDC). GHS also developed 

social media toolkits for partners and facilitated over 15 social 

media outputs including infographics and quote graphics from 

Technical experts and State Health Ministers that earned over 

7.5K impressions on Twitter.
Social media toolkits 
developed for partners

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S3Ro5kzRedU2aDHVyvibU74cVwsHRQGP/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14bweVyy4qeU7xrwchS2MDD8Mje1o-04F/view?usp=share_link


Published posts from Partners’
Toolkits. The messaging focused on
global efforts towards elimination of
NTDs and the link b/w NTDs and
nutrition

Published posts from the global NTD
toolkit

Published posts from Partners’
Toolkits. The messaging focused on
global efforts towards elimination of
NTDs and the link b/w NTDs and
nutrition

GLOBAL HEALTH STRATEGIES
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GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR ZERO LEPROSY
Global Partnership for Zero Leprosy ran the ‘Act Now. End Leprosy’ campaign, incorporating World NTD Day themes.
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GONE NETWORK
Global Onchocerciasis Network for Elimination or GONE Network was launched on World NTD Day 2023 as a country driven 
initiative under the support of WHO, aiming to accelerate progress towards the NTD road map targets for onchocerciasis with an 
emphasis on being pragmatic, flexible and solutions-oriented to meet the needs of country programs. They held a webinar to 
mark the occasion.
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GSK
GSK announced an extension of its donation commitment for soil-transmitted helminthiasis (STH) to 2030, a disease which 
affects 1.5 billion people per year, predominantly from the most underserved communities. Alongside an ongoing commitment 
to donate our medicines until Lymphatic Filariasis is eliminated as a public health problem everywhere, GSK will donate up to
100 million doses for STH per year from 2026 to 2030. GSK, shared how they remain 100% committed to ending NTDs in 
alignment with the WHO road map. the WHO road map.”
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ICHORDS
Members of iChords shared their support for the 100% Committed Campaign 
with lots of quote-cards on Twitter.
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ICTC
ICTC hosted a joint webinar with World Extreme Medicine to discuss trachoma elimination and what is needed to reach at risk 
communities. Their Vice Chair PJ Hooper also spoke at the WHO/Uniting webinar on the importance of collaboration and partnership.
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INSTITUTO DE SALUD CARLOS III, SPAIN AND SPANISH SOCIETY FOR TROPICAL MEDICINE 
AND INTERNATIONAL HEALTH (SEMTSI)

SEMTSI held an in-person event focusing on schistosomiasis. They also spoke at an event in 
Angola on the importance of useful data for NTDs, and shared the Spanish version of the 
social assets.
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INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO DE ENFERMEDADES TROPICALES Y SALUD 
PÚBLICA DE CANARIAS (IUETSPC)

Cátedra Canaria de Farmacia de la Universidad de La Laguna (Spain) organised 
‘Neglected tropical diseases, Health cooperation and Solidarity Pharmacy’, a 
conference connecting organisations developing actions in the fight against 
neglected diseases in low-income countries, in health issues and access to 
medicines, in order to promote cooperation for equality between professionals 
and university students.



Johnson & Johnson reaffirmed its long-standing leadership and commitment to the fight against NTDs. We 
elevated our efforts across our three focus areas – dengue, soil transmitted helminths (STH) and leprosy –
leveraging new and existing creative assets across social channels.

o LinkedIn posts from 
Johnson & Johnson 
leadership

o Quote cards and 
graphics highlighting 2.2 
billion doses of VERMOX 
delivered and leprosy 
R&D, amplified on 
Instagram and Twitter

o Feature story on 
JNJ.com, focused on “5 
things we know about 
dengue,” amplified 
across Twitter, LinkedIn 
and Instagram

JOHNSON & JOHNSON
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THE LEPROSY MISSION NEPAL
The Leprosy Mission Nepal conducted a Walkathon to Anandaban Leprosy Hospital. They also 
produced a video partnering with People’s Organizations on Rising above the disease and 
understanding how Leprosy has shaped the life of many.
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH SENEGAL AND RLM
In Senegal the Ministry of Health, with support from RLM, released an announcement of interruption of transmission of river 
blindness, co-hosted a Youth Forum event to convene youth and leadership to discuss the importance of highlighting youth 
voices in the fight to end NTDs, supported a media tour of NTD programs, and held an official World NTD Day celebration.
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH TANZANIA
The Neglected Tropical Diseases Control Program (NTDCP) and partners developed a comprehensive plan to increase awareness
about NTDs control interventions to the public in the country, increase political leaders involvement, advocate for government
resources and attract more partners to join efforts in fighting the NTDs in Tanzania. The programme will organize service provision
with additional of media coverage:
1. Hydrocelectomy services
• Hydrocelectomy camp for 100 patients in Tanga city. Minister of Health will have the opportunity to visit the camp and talk to the 

patients operated.
• Minister of Health will handover surgical equipment’s and drugs for 300 patients in Muheza, Pangani and Mkinga Districts to Tanga 

Region Health Management Team on 30th Jan 2023.
2. Trachoma surgeries
• Trachoma surgical camps in Bahi and Chamwino Districts; Dodoma Region, Meru, Karatu and Longido Districts; Arusha Region, 

Kiteto and Simanjiro Districts; Manyara Region.
3. Health education
• Health education sessions on Schistosomiasis and Soil Transmitted Helminthiases to primary school children.

Community awareness initiatives
To increase community awareness, Health Promotion activities will be conducted in collaboration with NTD program, Government
Communication Unit - MOH, partners and stakeholders. This will include radio, social media and distribution of leaflets and posters.
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MUNDO SANO FOUNDATION
The Government of Buenos Aires, on the initiative of Mundo Sano Foundation, lit up iconic 
buildings and monuments in the city to commemorate World NTD Day.
Mundo Sano’s president Silvia Gold was also 
interviewed by InfoBae magazine about NTDs and 
they promoted the theme ‘Act Now, Act Together, 
Invest in NTDS’.
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NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES CONTROL PROGRAM (NTDCP) 
TANZANIA

A series of events and campaigns took place in Tanzania with the Neglected Tropical Diseases Control Program (NTDCP) and 
partners increasing awareness about NTDs control interventions to the public in the country, increasing political leaders 
involvement, advocating for government resources, and attracting more partners to join efforts in fighting the NTDs in 
Tanzania. 

They held hydrocelectomy services and trachoma surgeries with the Minister of Health visiting patients and delivering surgical 
equipment and drugs. They also had health education sessions on Schistosomiasis and Social Transmitted Helminthiases to 
primary school children. There was also community awareness through health promotion activities through radio ads, social 
media promotion, and leaflet and poster distribution.
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NEGLECTED GLOBAL DISEASES INITIATIVE AT UBC
The Neglected Global Diseases Initiative at UBC organised ‘Symposium on Global Health Access & Equity Issues in LMICs and 
HICs: Compare & Contrast’ with Dr. Peter J. Hotez speaking.

They also tweeted their support of the Kigali Declaration Commitment Tracker.
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NEPAL LEPROSY TRUST
Nepal Leprosy Trust recognised the day with two events - cleaning the hospital surrounding by staff for beat NTDs, and rally and
interaction with local government and NTDs affected people.
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NIHR 5S FOUNDATION
Gail Davey, Co-Director of NIHR 5S Foundation, wrote a guest blog on tackling NTDs for health equity and social justice for the 
Institute of Development Studies. 
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NOVARTIS
Novartis worked on an op-ed for Think Global Health, co-authored by Gesa Pellier (Novartis) and Carla Johnson (International 
Trachoma Initiative), on how digitizing supply chains could support NTD elimination.
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PINTRE - ASSOCIAZIONE PERCORSI INTRECCIATI ONLUS

PINTRE held a press conference and photographic exhibition in the 
Civic Library in Turin, Italy to draw attention to the impact of 
neglected tropical diseases in a non-endemic context such as the 
Italian one and the Piedmont Region. 
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SICRES
SICRES participated in a 1 in 5 social media challenge.
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THE TASKFORCE FOR GLOBAL HEALTH
The Taskforce for Global Health sent a special edition of their newsletter to recognise the day.
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UK COALITION AGAINST NTDS
The UK Coalition Against NTDs and APPG on Malaria and NTDs Chair Catherine West launched a week-long exhibition from the 
UK Coalition against NTDs in UK Parliament to raise awareness of NTDs. The exhibition featured photos, artwork, videos and 
textiles from various NTD projects and organisations, and many MPs were photographed attending and learning more about the 
global impact of NTDs.
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USAID
The USAID were celebrated for appropriating $114.5 million for fiscal year 2023 to help control and eliminate five of the most 
burdensome NTDs. Rob Henry from USAID shared this at the Uniting/WHO World NTD Day webinar.

USAID developed two stories to mark the day: Eliminating Disease By Night via USAID Indonesia Exposure on teams conducting 
night blood surveys to eliminate LF in Indonesia, and Uganda Sees River Blindness Fading Away via USAID Medium, partnering with 
The Carter Center for the piece.
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U.S. NTD ROUNDTABLE

Actively shared content on 
Twitter and amplified 

content from NTD 
advocacy community and 
government stakeholders. 

Created Twitter
World NTD Day

toolkit for roundtable 
members and other 

stakeholders.

Created Twitter
World NTD Day

toolkit for members
of Congress.
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U.S. NTD ROUNDTABLE

More Tweets available at 
@NTDRoundtable

https://twitter.com/NtdRoundtable
https://twitter.com/NtdRoundtable
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U.S. NTD ROUNDTABLE
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WHO – Global NTD Programme
WHO launched a new NTD progress report; co-hosted the World NTD Day webinar; hosted, 
co-hosted or attended other events (at global/country level); and secured multiple media 
interventions (web releases, interviews, op-eds, briefings)
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WHO COLLABORATING CENTRE ITA-116
WHO Collaborating Centre ITA-116 produced a video using World NTD Day branding, speaking to Director Prof. Laura Rinaldi and 
others working at the centre on fighting NTDs. They also shared messaging.
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REACHING THE LAST MILE (RLM)
In Senegal the Ministry of Health, with support from RLM, released an announcement of interruption of transmission of river 
blindness, co-hosted a Youth Forum event to convene youth and leadership to discuss the importance of highlighting youth 
voices in the fight to end NTDs, supported a media tour of NTD programs, and held an official World NTD Day celebration.

HE Ahmed Aljarman, Permanent Representative of the UAE, highlighted the UAE's commitment to drive progress around NTDs 
while speaking at an event co-hosted with the WHO UAE mission to Geneva at the WHO headquarters in Geneva. Docteur
Barnabé Gning, Director General for Health of Senegal spoke to the tremendous progress made in reducing the NTD burden in 
Senegal, 
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YOUTH COMBATTING NTDS
Youth Combatting NTDs shared World NTD Day messaging, spoke at the joint Uniting / WHO 
webinar, took part in a Twitter space on ‘Next Young Generation with Zero NTDs ‘hosted by 
Health Cluster, and spoke at the Maxmillian Memorial Lecture.
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MEDIA COVERAGE
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MEDIA COVERAGE - UNITING

• Africa Science News
• Agence France Presse
• 24 News
• Head Topics (Pakistan)
• Radio France 

Internationale (Senegal)
• Zawya
• AllAfrica.com
• Bloomberg Law
• Monitor (Uganda)
• MSN (US)
• Science Africa
• Africa Eye Report
• AllAfrica.com
• Black Facts
• Farmers Review Africa
• Spiked Media (Zimbabwe)

World NTD Day announcement
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MEDIA COVERAGE - UNITING

• AllAfrica.com
• Black facts
• EPharmacy (Kenya)
• Head Topics
• News Beezer (Ethiopia)
• Wn.com
• Citizen (Tanzania)
• Independent Observer (Zambia)
• Inter Press Service
• Africa.com
• Flipboard
• Global Issues
• Ground News
• MHDTV
• News of Max
• Mail & Guardian (South Africa)
• Knowledia
• Modern Ghana
• New Times Rwanda
• Times of Zambia

Opinion piece by President of Malawi
H.E. Lazarus McCarthy Chakwera
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NEWSLETTERS - UNITING

InfoNTD shared news of 
the launch of our Kigali 
Commitment Tracker in 
their newsletter.

SciDevNet Plus 
News Supplement 
featured WHO’s 
call for funding 
and quoted Thoko 
speaking on the 
importance of 
resources and 
financing to back 
up policies.
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MEDIA COVERAGE - PARTNERS
Story Publication Partner

100 million Nigerians are at risk of neglected tropical 
diseases: what the country is doing about it

Sight Magazine xxx

Medics canvass better deal to contain neglected tropical 
diseases

The Guardian Nigeria Médecins Sans 
Frontières/Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF)

Tackling neglected tropical diseases Latest Nigerian News The END Fund

Act now to end leprosy, NMA tells FG Vanguard Nigerian Medical Association

Uganda Sees River Blindness Fading Away Medium USAID, Carter Center, MOH, 
RTI

Ending Neglected Diseases? One West African Country 
Has Done This Four Times.

Medium USAID

West African Health Organization (WAHO) Press Release 
on the Occasion of the World Neglected Tropical Diseases 
(NTD) Day

Africa Newsroom West African Health 
Organization (WAHO)

https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/28676-essay-100-million-nigerians-are-at-risk-of-neglected-tropical-diseases-what-the-country-is-doing-about-it
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/28676-essay-100-million-nigerians-are-at-risk-of-neglected-tropical-diseases-what-the-country-is-doing-about-it
https://guardian.ng/news/medics-canvass-better-deal-to-contain-neglected-tropical-diseases/
https://guardian.ng/news/medics-canvass-better-deal-to-contain-neglected-tropical-diseases/
https://www.latestnigeriannews.com/p/2312186/tackling-neglected-tropical-diseases.html
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2023/01/act-now-to-end-leprosy-nma-tells-fg/
https://medium.com/usaid-2030/uganda-sees-river-blindness-fading-away-856623ea653e
https://medium.com/usaid-2030/ending-neglected-diseases-one-west-african-country-has-done-this-four-times-75bccd3b33e3
https://medium.com/usaid-2030/ending-neglected-diseases-one-west-african-country-has-done-this-four-times-75bccd3b33e3
https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/west-african-health-organization-waho-press-release-on-the-occasion-of-the-world-neglected-tropical-diseases-ntd-day?lang=en
https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/west-african-health-organization-waho-press-release-on-the-occasion-of-the-world-neglected-tropical-diseases-ntd-day?lang=en
https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/west-african-health-organization-waho-press-release-on-the-occasion-of-the-world-neglected-tropical-diseases-ntd-day?lang=en
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MEDIA COVERAGE - PARTNERS
Story Publication Partner

Ghana marks World NTD Day, community health workers call for support The Ghanian Standard Ashanti Regional 
Director of Health 
Services

The END Fund, WHO, and Reaching the Last Mile Unveil Exhibition by 
Artist Aïda Muluneh at the UN for World NTD Day

Newswires The END Fund

Neglected tropical diseases continue to pose significant health burden in 
India: Expert-Business Journal

Business Journal DNDi

Kenya on course to eliminating neglected tropical diseases Xinhau.et China xxx

World NTDs Day: Ending NTDs needs sustainable funding The Ghanian Standard Ghana Health Service

In Ivory Coast, people with leprosy fight social exclusion Al Jazeera xxx

Nigeria, 15 others rank highest in NTDs globally – Report Head Topics Nigeria WHO

https://www.ghstandard.com/ghana-marks-world-ntd-day-community-health-workers-call-for-support/65219/
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/613956833/the-end-fund-who-and-reaching-the-last-mile-unveil-exhibition-by-artist-a-da-muluneh-at-the-un-for-world-ntd-day
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/613956833/the-end-fund-who-and-reaching-the-last-mile-unveil-exhibition-by-artist-a-da-muluneh-at-the-un-for-world-ntd-day
https://business-journal.in/industry/neglected-tropical-diseases-continue-to-pose-significant-health-burden-in-india-expert-business-journal/
https://business-journal.in/industry/neglected-tropical-diseases-continue-to-pose-significant-health-burden-in-india-expert-business-journal/
https://english.news.cn/20230131/ac64e699414b45139b1c318456b0c4f7/c.html
https://www.ghstandard.com/world-ntds-day-ending-ntds-needs-sustainable-funding/65399/
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2023/1/30/ivory-coast-leprosy-sufferers-fight-social-exclusion
https://headtopics.com/ng/nigeria-15-others-rank-highest-in-ntds-globally-report-34773537
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MEDIA COVERAGE - PARTNERS
Story Publication Partner

An open letter: For an Africa free of NTDs, first have these 
structures in place

The East African The END Fund

Powerful Experiences – highlighting NTD photography 
exhibition

Aesthetica The END Fund

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO) CALLS FOR MORE 
ACTION TO END ‘CYCLES OF POVERTY AND STIGMA’ 
RELATED TO TROPICAL DISEASES

Ventures Africa WHO

Govt plans to assess tropical diseases prevalence Punch Lagos State Government

Nigeria: Obaseki Urges Better Collaboration, Investment 
to Tackle Tropical Diseases

All Africa xxx

UAE lights up in support of World Neglected Tropical 
Diseases Day

Paris Guardian The END Fund?

‘What Nigeria Must Do To Eliminate NTDs By 2030’ Leadership Nigeria University of Lagos (UNILAG)

https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/sponsored/an-open-letter-for-an-africa-free-of-ntds-first-have-these-structures-in-place-4105932
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/sponsored/an-open-letter-for-an-africa-free-of-ntds-first-have-these-structures-in-place-4105932
https://venturesafrica.com/apostories/world-health-organization-who-calls-for-more-action-to-end-cycles-of-poverty-and-stigma-related-to-tropical-diseases/
https://venturesafrica.com/apostories/world-health-organization-who-calls-for-more-action-to-end-cycles-of-poverty-and-stigma-related-to-tropical-diseases/
https://venturesafrica.com/apostories/world-health-organization-who-calls-for-more-action-to-end-cycles-of-poverty-and-stigma-related-to-tropical-diseases/
https://punchng.com/govt-plans-to-assess-tropical-diseases-prevalence/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202302010174.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202302010174.html
https://www.parisguardian.com/news/273467108/uae-lights-up-in-support-of-world-neglected-tropical-diseases-day
https://www.parisguardian.com/news/273467108/uae-lights-up-in-support-of-world-neglected-tropical-diseases-day
https://leadership.ng/what-nigeria-must-do-to-eliminate-ntds-by-2030/
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MEDIA COVERAGE - PARTNERS
Story Publication Partner

Silvia Gold y su batalla incansable por las 21 
enfermedades tropicales desatendidas que tienen en vilo 
al mundo (Silvia Gold and her tireless battle for the 21 
neglected tropical diseases that have the world on edge)

InfoBae Mundo Sano Foundation

Digitizing Supply Chains—Down to the Last Mile—to End 
Neglected Tropical Diseases

Think Global Health Novartis

Over 65 African researchers have received more than 
$1.5m for NTD research

My Joy Online Coalition for Operational 
Research on NTDs

MSF calls for increased global investment ahead of World 
Neglected Tropical Disease Day

MSF MSF

How youth involvement is critical to eliminating 
neglected tropical diseases in Nigeria

Speak Up Africa?

The government is committed to maintaining the fight 
against leprosy and neglected tropical diseases

AIP - Ivorian Press 
Agency of Côte d'Ivoire

https://www.infobae.com/america/ciencia-america/2023/01/30/silvia-gold-y-su-batalla-incansable-por-las-21-enfermedades-tropicales-desatendidas-que-tienen-en-vilo-al-mundo/?outputType=amp-type
https://www.infobae.com/america/ciencia-america/2023/01/30/silvia-gold-y-su-batalla-incansable-por-las-21-enfermedades-tropicales-desatendidas-que-tienen-en-vilo-al-mundo/?outputType=amp-type
https://www.infobae.com/america/ciencia-america/2023/01/30/silvia-gold-y-su-batalla-incansable-por-las-21-enfermedades-tropicales-desatendidas-que-tienen-en-vilo-al-mundo/?outputType=amp-type
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/digitizing-supply-chains-down-last-mile-end-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/digitizing-supply-chains-down-last-mile-end-neglected-tropical-diseases
https://www.myjoyonline.com/over-65-african-researchers-have-received-more-than-1-5m-for-ntd-research/
https://www.myjoyonline.com/over-65-african-researchers-have-received-more-than-1-5m-for-ntd-research/
https://msfaccess.org/msf-calls-increased-global-investment-ahead-world-ntd-day
https://msfaccess.org/msf-calls-increased-global-investment-ahead-world-ntd-day
https://www.thecable.ng/how-youth-involvement-is-critical-to-eliminating-neglected-tropical-diseases-in-nigeria
https://www.thecable.ng/how-youth-involvement-is-critical-to-eliminating-neglected-tropical-diseases-in-nigeria
https://www.aip.ci/cote-divoire-aip-le-gouvernement-sengage-a-maintenir-le-combat-contre-la-lepre-et-les-maladies-tropicales-negligees
https://www.aip.ci/cote-divoire-aip-le-gouvernement-sengage-a-maintenir-le-combat-contre-la-lepre-et-les-maladies-tropicales-negligees
https://www.aip.ci/
https://www.aip.ci/
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MEDIA COVERAGE - PARTNERS
Story Publication Partner

Maladies tropicales négligées : les investissements sont 
essentiels pour maintenir les progrès accomplis - OMS

Le National xxx

À l’occasion de la Journée mondiale des maladies 
tropicales négligées

IRD France xxx

5 neglected tropical diseases still found in Indonesia Indonesia news agency xxx

How Nigerian states are tearing down silos to eliminate 
transmission of river blindness and elephantiasis

Exemplars Carter Center, MDP, USAID, 
RTI

Dependency will not help Nigeria eliminate NTDs –
Ehanire

Health Reporters xxx

DÍA MUNDIAL DE LAS ENFERMEDADES TROPICALES 
DESATENDIDAS

AEP xxx

Mais de 1,6 bilhão precisam de cuidados contra doenças 
tropicais negligenciadas

ONU news xxx

https://www.lenational.org/post_article.php?soc=586
https://www.lenational.org/post_article.php?soc=586
https://elwatan-dz.com/maladies-tropicales-negligees-sensibiliser-sur-les-consequences-desastreuses-sur-les-plus-pauvres
https://elwatan-dz.com/maladies-tropicales-negligees-sensibiliser-sur-les-consequences-desastreuses-sur-les-plus-pauvres
https://en.antaranews.com/news/273420/5-neglected-tropical-diseases-still-found-in-indonesia-ministry
https://www.exemplars.health/stories/nigerian-river-blindness
https://www.exemplars.health/stories/nigerian-river-blindness
https://healthreporters.info/dependency-will-not-help-nigeria-eliminate-ntds-ehanire/
https://vacunasaep.org/documentos/dia-mundial-de-las-enfermedades-tropicales-desatendidas
https://vacunasaep.org/documentos/dia-mundial-de-las-enfermedades-tropicales-desatendidas
https://news.un.org/pt/story/2023/01/1808967
https://news.un.org/pt/story/2023/01/1808967
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WORLD NTD DAY SURVEY

RESULTS
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WORLD NTD DAY SURVEY

A survey was sent to 546 people that 
were involved in World NTD Day in 2023 
or 2022.

Partners were asked to share the survey 
with anyone they thought would like to 
feed into conversations about World 
NTD Day 2023 and its future direction.
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WORLD NTD DAY SURVEY RESULTS
Feedback from 53 partners, covering 15 countries:

Angola
Brazil
Burundi
Canada
Ethiopia
France
Germany
Ghana

Hungary
Madagascar
Nigeria
Spain
Thailand
UK
USA

Stakeholder groups represented:
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SURVEY RESULTS
How did you or your organisation get involved in 
World NTD Day activities? Please tick all that apply

Top 3:
Engaged on social media
Amplified content from the partnership
Created content/stories

‘Other’ responses:
- Partnered with government at all levels to advocate for 
NTDs
- Invited traditional media like radio and TV to cover the 
event
- By participating in field events the ministry of health 
organized
- Road Walk to create awareness
- Providing technical support on NTD elimination
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SURVEY RESULTS
Any feedback on resources:
- Good
- Good to have in English and French, Portuguese would 

be appreciated (n.b. there was Portuguese translation and 
Spanish so we should promote this more)

- Vital and detailed summary information
- If possible, we’d like the logo in Portuguese next year
- Need to adapt for our own language
- Very useful
- In almost all African countries the use of new media like 

internet is not as helpful as traditional media because of 
illiteracy and access. Consider conventional media 
budget allocation

- Far reaching as different chapters of society used them 
effectively

- Very helpful
- Media toolkit was very helpful
- The media toolkit was very useful in producing web and 

print-based materials

In the lead up to or during World NTD Day, did you use 
any of the following resources
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SURVEY RESULTS
Please tell us your thoughts on the theme. Was it 

useful?
- Indeed it was useful. When we engaged the 

media, the message was simple and straight to 
the point. The entire purpose of the celebration 
is summarised in the theme.

- I think several hashtags were used. I think it 
would have been more appropriate to use just 
one. The theme of the campaign for me went 
unnoticed

- Sort of double meaning. If we have to call for 
common action this means we do not act 
together currently

- Absolutely, it is helpful to use the campaign 
theme and it helped much during the event

- Yes the theme was OK and useful
- It is very useful to have a campaign theme. 

Suggested variations would be useful too
- It is interesting to have a campaign theme with 

few words to fix the idea

Did you use the full campaign theme ‘Act 
Now. Act Together. Invest in NTDs’ or an 
adapted theme e.g. ‘Act Now. Act 
Together’.
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SURVEY RESULTS
Please tell us your thoughts on the theme (continued)
- We used Portuguese themes as easier for our people
- It would be better to have a campaign theme every year
- A theme is helpful
- Very helpful
- Absolutely. And I think it was good idea to make it 

splitable so we could adapt it to our own messages and 
limitations. So let’s keep that concept for future ones

- It’s a bit too long
- I liked that there was a collective campaign with a theme 

that we can use as is, or slightly adapt to our own 
content / messaging. It helped everyone to align and the 
messaging not to be all over the place. It felt that our 
voices were louder this way

- Yes it’s very useful and convenient to use
- It was very useful in awareness creation. The opportunity 

was also use to sensitise the policy makers
- Yes it was useful to have. The theme helped summarise 

the goal to eradicate NTDs on or before 2030

- Definitely. It was a strong message for a campaign 
theme

- We liked the campaign theme. It would be good to 
have more photography resources to use or include 
either on a social media post, a news item, or both

- Yes useful. Also useful to be able to adapt slightly. My 
group does not yet have ways to invest so Act Now, 
Act Together was perfect

- It was very useful. I think it is a strong message to 
take action now

- The theme ‘Act Now. Act Together’ was impactful
- Not much as only our staff engaged
- Yes it has been very useful to have a campaign theme 

here in Canada
- It is useful to have a theme – strength in numbers
- Having a campaign theme released early was helpful 

as some of our program offices wanted to align their 
focus around whatever the global theme was

- Yes it was good to have a large group focused on one 
topic in the different languages of the world

- Its fully engaging
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SURVEY RESULTS
Are you aware of any responses to World NTD Day? If so, 
please provide examples.
- There is definitely increased awareness about NTDs
- One of the national media houses we engaged has taken a 

keen interest in NTDs and has promised to provide the 
platform whenever we want to engage the public

- Approximately 300 engagements on Twitter for multimedia 
content of our webpage

- As some officials attended the event, I guess there could be 
stronger support in the future

- No feedback
- From Andrew Mitchell, he responded to letters by 

constituents and fellow MPs on NTDs
- Press office has published a story about World NTD Day with 

very good feedback on social media
- Target people may have increased but I have not yet seen 

statistics
- Not sure about the real impact in the day-to-day life of the 

audience but surely there was a peak of attention on social 
networks

- Our audience increased
- Yes. The opportunity was used to sensitise most 

independent individuals who never knew about NTDs
- The awareness created during World NTD Day has 

increased the attention given to the various NTDs by 
the society which have helped in reducing the rate of 
complications from NTDs. This has been achieved 
through the Mass Administration of NTD Medicines

- Not at the moment but we hope that soon, 
measurable positive responses will be seen

- We got more followers on social media
- We received the regular number of likes on our 

LinkedIn post
- There was a good response on social media towards 

our blog and information on NTDs
- In Angola, MoH had a strong presence in World NTD 

Day, being a remarkable day where Ministry herself 
administered the first drug of the year launching the 
1st MDA campaign and raising awareness for the need 
to look at NTDs

- Taking initiation by local people
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SURVEY RESULTS
Are you aware of any responses to World NTD Day? If so, 
please provide examples (continued)
- This year, we were able to have activities throughout 

January and February; connecting World NTD Day with 
international development here in Canada, and this gave 
the network great presence at all levels – civil society, the 
Government of Canada, and the public.

- It allowed us a moment in time to do outreach to elected 
officials and engage with them on NTDs.

- NTD free treatment and education
- The World NTD Day activities which was broadcast on media 

outlets did bring awareness to key policy makers as well as 
the general public

- Yes, we have seen an increased attention towards NTDs 
during the ceremonies related to World NTD Day in 2022.

- When politicians have engaged, they have also reached out 
to people they know in other contexts that have nothing to 
do with NTDs.

- It was good to involve our politicians.
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SURVEY RESULTS
What impact have World NTD Day activities had on your 
work, or do you envisage that they will have on your work?
- More awareness and greater acceptance with NTD 

programmes
- It has increased visibility of our research group and what we 

do. People are increasingly wanting to collaborate with us 
on the topic.

- We will continue to produce online content on our work for 
the large audience every year on NTD Day.

- I guess it would have an impact but not overnight.
- It has drawn attention of laypersons on the idea of NTDs 

and the need to be inclusive in decision-making and 
eradicate stigma and discrimination against people affected 
and their families.

- Definitely such big campaigns bring a change. I am working 
in the field of NTDs since 1974 onwards (started with leprosy 
and later with other NTDs). MoH and partners/community 
members/patients support increased!

- I don’t feel like they’ve had a big impact beyond taking part 
in spreading the messaging.

- World NTD Day highlight the importance and the 
burden of NTDs. For health workers it is essential to 
keep it in mind.

- A chance to focus on NTDs is good
- Every year, more people receive information about 

NTD's, but we think the campaign must happen all of 
the year. Our campaign All Against Hansen's Disease 
continues during the year because this subject is not 
frequent in news. In this moment, for example, our 
video is working on Rede Globo de Televisão for all 
cities in Brazil.

- Because it was still at the beginning stage even the 
awareness has started two years ago

- Not really. It is more about that there is a World NTD 
Day

- The World NTD Day is crucial to my work in many 
ways, since it is kind of the opening spot for us 
leading to the World Chagas Day on April 14th. 

- Streamlined the messaging for NTDs
- Acceptance of NTD medicines by the society. 

Reduction in the rate of the spread of NTDs in our 
society.
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SURVEY RESULTS
What impact have World NTD Day activities had on your 
work, or do you envisage that they will have on your work? 
(continued)
- Positive impact on my work, because all the stakeholders 

congratulated us
- We hope that more awareness will be created which will 

also result in more funding as we enter the last mile for 
eradication on or before 2030

- The awareness about NTDs increased.
- At the moment, not much, but as our business continues to 

grow and build our platforms, it may have more impact. 
- Since 30 of January MoH and public health directorate have 

been actively engaged in increasing the support to NTD 
activities in country

- People are generally becoming aware of NTDs and lending 
support to its elimination

- Start to manage waste water. Cleaning drainages
- We are building momentum towards investment. 
- It is important to have this as a dedicated moment to 

advance our work. 

- Improved awareness/sensitization as well as 
increased commitment of key stakeholders towards 
the program

- Financial Problems 
- The day has arrived in politicians' calendars, not 

much needs to be explained about it
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SURVEY RESULTS
What is THE main purpose of World NTD Day? Indicate 
at what geographic level your choice applies to.

Raising awareness of NTDs
Inspiring action to tackle NTDs
Mobilising resources for NTDs
Incorporating NTD interventions into broader health and developmental 
agendas
Building multi-sectoral support for tackling NTDs
Celebrating partners and people working on NTDs
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SURVEY RESULTS
Thinking about future World NTD Days, what currently 
works well and what doesn’t work well?

WORKS WELL
- Pictures and any type of visual support work, seeing is 

believing
- In my context what is currently working well is the coming 

together of all stakeholders and officials to celebrate the 
event

- The activities of World NTDs Day has been good so far and I 
encourage to be done each year.

- Shared social media assets works well
- I think the messaging is loud and clear among NTD 

communities
- The NTD action is Multisectoral so all issues so far are 

working well
- Awareness actions with communities in a state of 

vulnerability have brought good results
- It is good to speak with one voice to show that it is a global 

movement. 

- Event with participation of local communities is 
working well and produce some video clip about less 
than 2mn for sensitization

- I think we've used direct and well thought messages, 
so kudos for that. 

- What works well is the coordination from government 
and partners involvement. 

- Awareness creation through road-walk and media is 
working well.

- Keep working with the toolkit.
- Celebration of the day with the same themes on a 

global level.
- Alignment of messaging across groups. 
- Having a theme and joint action works very well. 
- Planning everything well in advance works best, and 

working in partnership with others that can help 
amplify our messaging.

- Having a playbook and toolkit that clearly provided 
sample messaging and themes was very helpful. 

- Mobilisation in the community is going well
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SURVEY RESULTS
Thinking about future World NTD Days, what currently 
works well and what doesn’t work well?

DOESN’T WORK WELL
- In the future, more focus also needs to be given to 

celebrating at the grassroots level and more media 
coverage is required. 

- One of thing that must be giving attention is to consider 
small organizations that are into the fight of elimination of 
NTDs in the society. Most of time these small organisations 
are being left out due to limited resources.

- We also need more nuance in messaging depending on 
projects, regions, etc. 

- We need to engage partners from other sectors more
- Some of NTDs have the same attention, creating a 

misbalance in the financial support for campaigns. 
- Awareness actions with communities in a state of 

vulnerability have brought good results, but very slowly. 

- Not sure if we could make people think on NTDs as a 
problem concerning all of them/us (depending on the 
country) and what every single NTD is about.

- What doesn't work well is government bureaucracy
- NTDs can be such a wide range of diseases that it can 

detract from the individual work done by some 
partners for one or a small group of NTDs. 

- More engagement between partners is needed
- Cross-sectoral issues are still difficult to set in other 

communities, they don't really pay attention to the 
day. 
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SURVEY RESULTS
Do you have any suggestions or ideas for future World NTD 
Days?

- Link to Fete de la Science in France
- An adequate budget should be allocated to colourfully 

celebrate using culturally appropriate and accessible media.
- There should be a grant for small organisations to promote 

its  work and celebrate the day. Promoting small 
organizations to reach their goals is also a way of helping 
achieving our agenda 2030 and SDGs 17.

- NTD treatment as a marker of Universal Health Coverage
- Host cross- sectoral events, get on the social media 

accounts of other diseases that could influence NTD 
programs.

- To select one NTD to be a flagship of the campaign each 
year

- Greater media awareness
- Would be great to have a very popular testimonial that 

works globally

- It would be good to have more frequent actions 
during the year and with opinion-forming audiences 
that will help broaden the debate to sensitize more 
people.

- Interactive mapping of NTDs for each country with 
intensity or prevalence

- I think we still need more coverage from mass media, 
and maybe more well know personalities to make it 
connect with people.

- More robust Government engagement with key 
stakeholders at all levels

- Awareness creation should be done at the grass-
roots.

- We need an global ambassador e.g. Lionel Messi got 
his own foundation to fight against Chagas disease.

- The 2021 campaign was very compelling and 
effective. We tracked more engagement when more 
people/colleagues participate in the making of the 
campaign. Once published on social media, they tend 
to share the news and spread the voice about the 
topic within their network, and beyond the 
institutional comms. 
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SURVEY RESULTS
Do you have any suggestions or ideas for future World NTD Days? (continued)

- It would be good to have a bit of a profile from the different partners (accessible by the partners involved) so 
that collaboration on specific diseases or areas can be increased between the partners. This could be 
because I'm a small company compared to someone like x, but it might help to understand the focus and 
regions that each partner works in so that collaboration could be increased.

- Support organizations with financial and material resources for the celebration of World NTD Day
- Selecting a specific activity to do all over the world.
- Support countries for the cerebration ; try to be sure that the event have been planned before.
- In order to ensure that so much content is not only addressed on one day, the day should already be worked 

towards from the summer onwards. Topics that should always be related to the World NTD Day.
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SURVEY RESULTS
Do you believe the energy invested in World NTD Day is worthwhile?
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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SUMMARY
Purpose of World NTD Day
Mixed views about the purpose of World NTD Day
• At a global level; mobilising resources, integration, and celebrating partners and people working on NTDs were 

considered the main purpose
• At a regional level, mobilising resources was considered the main purpose
• At a national level, raising awareness of NTDs was considered the main purpose
• At a community level, celebrating partners and people working on NTDs was considered the main purpose

What works well?
• Speaking with one voice, messaging, overall alignment, awareness-raising, coming together of different 

stakeholders, alignment of messaging, community mobilisation

What doesn't work well?
• More focus also needs to be given to celebrating at the grassroots level, engage partners from other 

sectors more, give attention is to consider small organizations

Partner ideas
• Grants for small organisations to celebrate the day, more frequent actions throughout the year, create a global 

ambassador, awareness creation at grassroots, select one activity for people to do around the world, support 
countries for celebration
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RECOMMENDATIONS – THEME & ASSETS

Theme:
• Partners found it useful to have a theme for World NTD Day, continue this for 2024.
• Some feedback that the theme was too long – consider shorter theme for 2024.
• Feedback that the message was simple and the ask was clear – keep simplicity and clarity for 2024.
• Feedback that having one unified theme was helpful "I liked that there was a collective campaign with a 

theme that we can use as is, or slightly adapt to our own content / messaging. It helped everyone to align and 
the messaging not to be all over the place. It felt that our voices were louder this way."

Assets:
• Most partners who responded to the survey used the assets (e.g. Playbook, messaging, social media toolkit) 

and stated they were useful – consider these assets for 2024.
• Feedback that the messaging doc was a little long – but also feedback that it was useful to have different 

levels of messaging so that partners could use what was relevant for their contexts.
• New: feedback that it would be useful to have more photography resources to use – consider for 2024.
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OVERALL RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Develop theme for World NTD Day early (e.g. August/September) with consideration of feedback (see 
slide 109) and process for theme development (e.g. consultation, survey etc.)

2. Keep current tools (e.g. playbook, messaging, toolkit), adapt for 2024, and consider photography that 
can be used.

3. Share partner suggestions with funders to see what might be possible (e.g. country grants, small 
organisation grants etc.)
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APPENDIX
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#100PERCENTEDCOMMITTED CAMPAIGN

TWITTER SCREENSHOTS
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Jean Bosco Mbonigaba tweeted about a NTD media 
tour which saw 20 journalists and social media 
influencers visiting communities around Rwanda to 
raise awareness about NTDs. She used 
#100PercentCommitted messaging.
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#100PERCENTEDCOMMITTED CAMPAIGN

LINKEDIN SCREENSHOTS



GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

WHO



PHARMACEUTICAL PARTNERS



PHARMACEUTICAL PARTNERS



NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORG PARTNERS
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ACADEMIC & RESEARCH PARTNERS
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OTHER PARTNERS



OTHER PARTNERS



THANK
YOU

unitingtocombatntds.org

@CombatNTDs
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